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Seringapatam, in the beginning of the month of
March, that he was going to attack General
Harris at Mutldoor, intending, however, to pro-
ceed with all possible secresy and dispatch 200
miles in the opposite direction to Periapatam.
There he accordingly arrived on the 5th of
March, with the flower of his army, bent upon
the destruction of a portion of the Bombay troops,
before they could be succoured by the army to
which they belonged. This design was, un-
doubtedly, well calculated to make a serious im-
pression upon the strength of the Bombay troops,
and to embarrass not only their future movements,
but to delay the completion of the great object of
the campaign, until the descent of the Cavery in
the month of May should render it impracticable*
Nor can one feel any surprise at this attempt.
Tippoo had a strong encouragement to such an
enterprise, in the remembrance of the complete
destruction of Colonel Baillie's detachment, in
the war of 1780 by his father Hyder Ally and
himself, not thirty miles from Madras, and within
ten miles of the army, under Sir Hector Munro,
the commmander-in-chief. When he found, upon
his arrival at Periapatam, three Native battalions
separated from the Bombay army, and stationed
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mon-
tresor, at Sedaseer, he beheld them as the prey of
his " tigers of war," for the following morning,